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Sunday, December 15—9:30 a.m. in the Chapel. 

 Bring a dish to share  

  (breakfast casserole, fruit or pastry). 

    Place settings will be provided. 
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Prayer List   

“Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication.  To that end keep alert and 
always persevere in supplication for all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:18)  

Please especially pray for these: 

Dec 1—7 Lynn Keller, Bill & Linda King, Bill King Jr., Jerome, Terri and Brianna Kolencik 
Dec 8—14 Jason, Laurie Ann, Brendan, Brianna and Brooke Krall, Dan, Vickie and Jason Leone 
Dec 15—21 Jack, Barbara and Jesse Leone, Joan Link, Clara Link, John Link, Bill & Sandi Long 
Dec 22—27 Arlene MacDonald, Sankey & Margaret MacDonald, Jeff & Suzanne Martinec, Melissa, 

Jeff, Nathan and Kaden Maxwell 
Dec 28—31 Cleveland McCourt, Carol McDowell, Wade, Cindy, Brandon and Meagan McMahon, 

Garett and Shelby 

Our Fellowship 

1—Eric Williams 

4—Lauren Porterfield 

5—Jacob Caton 

5—Dean Montgomery 

6—Carter Waligura 

7—Paul Hartley 

11—Dana Anderson 

14—Linda Chidester 

16—Mark Fike 

17—Kathy Cahn 

Trinity United Presbyterian Church                                                
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www.facebook.com/trinityupc/ ● www.trinityupc.com               
trinityupc@gmail.com                                                                         

Reverend Jim Gear, Pastor                                                               
Reverend Dr. John Sharp, Pastor Emeritus                                     
James Vlosich, Discipleship Coordinator                                           

Bill Dreucci, Director of Music                                                                    
Brett Vanderlaan, Organist/Chidlren’s Choir Director                                                   

Meg Grimm, Secretary ●  Bill Thompson, Sexton                           

December 22 

Jeff & Suzanne Martinec 

18 years 
 

December 30 

Ken & Margie Breakiron 

48 years 
 

December 30 

Jerome & Julie Venick 

20 years 

Happy 

Anniversary  

19—Melissa Fagler 

19—Sandi Long 

20—Shirley Savage 

21—Grace Cahn 

23—Wyatt Goodwin 

26—Brooklyn Williams 

29 –Terri Sharp 

30—Bill King 

31—John Sharp Jr. 
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Events 

T he Church Family is hosting the fourth annual out-
ing to Penn Alps and Spruce Forest Artisan Village 

in Grantsville, MD for the “Christmas in the Village” 
event on Saturday, December 7. We will stroll among 
the various artisan shops, listen to seasonal music in the 
village church, and enjoy a hearty and delicious dinner at 
Penn Alps Restaurant.  

 A signup sheet is on the chapel bulletin board for 
those interested in going. We will meet in the parking lot 
next to Conn Realty at 2:00 p.m. and carpool to 
Grantsville. There is no admission fee for visiting the 
village but individuals will be responsible for their dinner 
at Penn Alps.  

-Church Family Committee 

E veryone is invited to attend our Preschool Christmas program on   

  Friday, December 20, 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Our morn-
ing and afternoon classes will be combined. The children have been 

working hard on their songs and poems. Refreshments will be served 
after the program and the children will be dismissed for Christmas va-

cation. We look forward to seeing you! 
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Events 

Sunday, December 1, 2019 

4:00 p.m. 
Family Friendly, Freewill Offering 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 

3:00 p.m. 
Family Friendly, Freewill Offering 
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Events 

T o celebrate the season of Christmas and to have a chance to sing many of our favorite Christmas 
carols, we will be having a Christmas Carol Festival after worship on December 29 at 1:00. This 

will be an old-fashioned “hymn sing” style event where we will play and sing many of our beloved 
Christmas carols and songs. Following the worship service and fellowship time, everyone is invited back 
into the sanctuary to sing Christmas hymns and carols appropriate for the season. You are invited to 
bring instruments to play along with the organ and piano in addition to joining in the singing! 

 For the fellowship time between the worship service and the carol sing, you are invited to bring 
any “unfinished” holiday treats to share. We will have cider and wassail to soothe and prepare your vocal  
cords. We want this event to be a relaxed and enjoyable celebration of the season, so bring family, 
friends, and neighbors to rejoice, sing, and be merry! 

Church WALK (not hike!) @ Uniontown Mall 
December 21 at 12:00 pm 

Meet here at the church building at high noon… 

Then we will carpool over to the Mall… 

Then we will walk in the mall… 

Then we will eat in the Mall after walk! 

A fine day to be sure! 
 

Get Out There, this Winter and make a difference in Your 

Life!!! 
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Church Ministry 

Prayer Group…Praying for Trinity and her ministries; local, 
county, commonwealth, national and international needs. 

November Theme:  Listening to God 

Location: The Upper Room  

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, December 18 at 7:00 pm 

Second Saturday  5 - 7 pm, Second Saturday each month 

Informal Worship 

Meal 

Local Mission Project 
 

This is a Worship and Mission 

   Opportunity! 

 

 

Food always Good Worship always Informal  Mission always Local 

AND, opportunities for the Saints to serve in meals, worship, service 

December 14 
 

Theme: Advent and Christmas Joy 

Meal: To Be Determined 

Worship: Informal with lively music 

Mission: Caroling & Goodie Bag distribution  

 
       Big History --- Big Discipleship --- Big Brotherhood 

 

Men’s Breakfast – November 6, 
  7:30 am  Westminster Room 
 

Men’s Discussions – November 20, 
  7:30 am  Mark C.’s Restaurant 
 

Men’s Dartball – Tuesdays, 7:00 pm 

Men’s Ice Fishing Discipleship Weekend 
 

The fish are not here, on the road, gentlemen… 

They are in the lake, under the ice! We will find them 

this winter!!!   
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Music Department 
M usic of the season (?) – As we move 

through the month of December, you 
may begin to wonder about the music you are 
hearing (or not hearing) in church. While much 
of the world will spend the entire month gearing 
up for Christmas, you will hear familiar songs 
and carols in the stores, on the radio, from 
school groups, and at many concerts and events. 
Yet in church, you will hear Advent hymns and 
anthems. Why the difference? It is based on the 
church (or liturgical) calendar.  

Many of you may know that the Christian 
Church (or liturgical) calendar begins with the 
First Sunday of Advent and concludes with 
Christ the King Sunday. The year is broken into 
seasons that reflect different periods of Jesus’ life 
and ministry as well as other important events 
and themes. Here is a brief summary of the ma-
jor liturgical seasons: 

 
Advent – 4 Sundays (and weeks) prior to Christ-
mas Day 
 
Christmas – 12 days from Christmas Day to the 
day before Epiphany (Jan. 5) 
 
Epiphany – multiple weeks 
from Epiphany (Jan. 6) to Ash 
Wednesday 
 
Lent – 40 days (plus the inter-
vening Sundays) from Ash 
Wednesday through Holy 
Week 
 
Easter – 50 days from Easter 
Sunday through Pentecost 
 
Ordinary Time – multiple weeks between Pen-
tecost and Advent (punctuated by festival days – 
a topic for another column) 
 

It might strike you that Christmas Season 
in liturgical terms BEGINS on Christmas Day 
and runs until Epiphany – the day celebrating the 
arrival of the magi to worship the infant Jesus. 
This is where the concept of “12 Days of Christ-
mas” originates. Unfortunately, our secular cele-
bration of the Christmas “season” often seems to 
end abruptly on Dec. 26, while most of the deco-
rations, music, and festivities are observed during 
Advent. This difference in timing will explain the 
prevalence of Advent hymns (not Christmas car-
ols) on most December Sundays, leaving only 
Christmas Eve and one (or two) Sundays for 
Christmas hymns.  

    January 5 will be the Sunday 
we celebrate Epiphany in 2020. 
Given this somewhat limited 
time to enjoy “real” Christmas, 
we will be having a Christmas 
Carol Festival on December 29 
at 1:00 p.m. in the sanctuary 
following the worship service 
and fellowship time. Please see 
the separate announcement in 
this issue for more details on 
this event. 

So in the holiday (holy day) spirit, Happy 
New Year and Merry Christmas (in that order)! 

 
Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God alone) 

  

Notes from the Bench 

by Brett Vanderlaan 



I n Youth Group, we are reading through the Gospel of John. Each week, it seems as if somehow the 
question of Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection gets brought up. This month, we discussed why 

Christians sometimes refer to Jesus as the “Lamb of God.” We spoke about how Jesus was without blem-
ish, how Jesus was without sin, and how Jesus was a worthy sacrifice. This month, we will be looking 
deeper into the life of Jesus. We will be discussing in more detail other meaningful events of His life that 
we can use to help us with our own lives. 
 

Questions are being asked and seeds of hope are being planted every week. 
 

Youth Group—Thursdays from 5:30-6:45 
 

-James V 
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Church News 

Book Journey    

(Book Club—Second Tuesday of 
Each Month, 7:00pm) 

Book Journey will regroup 

after the new year! 

Y our Nine Dedicated Teacher Trainees are off 
and running this winter learning about God’s 

Word and how to teach. They have Seven months 
left of training, then they will be teaching and 
leading you into areas of ministry and learning. 
Therefore, we will have Nine New Leaders in 
Trinity, just raring to go by the fall of 2020! Amen. 
What will Nine New Leaders here at Trinity do 
for helping to accomplish God’s Purpose through 
Trinity?! LOTS! 

Youth Group Leaders Support, Equipping 

and Training (YGLSET) 
 

Next Meeting   
- Saturday, December 21, 5:00 pm 
- Eat ‘N’ Park --- no cost to you, except your time, Jim’s got this covered! 

- bring your appetite, your ideas and your excitement 

I  would like to express my thanks and appreciation 
to the church for allowing Interfaith Volunteer 

Caregivers to have office space in the church.  Our 
program has its roots in the Trinity United Presbyter-
ian Church, in 1990 as the Senior Ministry Program,  
and so we have come full circle. I gave much thought 
and prayer to this decision and felt if it was God’s 
will it would happen. We are so happy here, the beau-
tiful rooms, the caring staff and support from the 
congregation has been so encouraging. Special thanks 
to Pastor Jim Gear for his support and encourage-
ment in making this happen. Thanks to Bill Thomp-
son for helping us move, setting up computers and 
phones. Bill’s kindness and compassion in answering 
all our questions, trouble shooting, helping us get 
settled, has made the transition so peaceful.  We wel-
come you to come and meet our staff and to learn 
more about our mission work and the opportunity to 
put your faith in action in the mission field of Fayette 
County.   We ask for your to continuing  prayers for 
our ministry.  Thank you for caring, Blessings Carol  
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Church News 

Poinsettia Order: 
$8.00 ea.  

 

     Number White: _____________ 

 

Number Pink: _________ Number Red:_________ 
 

Given in Memory of: ________________________ 

  

________________________________________ 
 

Given in Honor of: __________________________ 
 

Given by: _________________________________ 

 

________________________________________ 
 

 

Amount Enclosed: _______________________ 

Order Deadline: Sunday, December 15, 2019 

Plants may be taken following the Christmas Eve service. 

D ecorating the church building for Christ-
mas is a big job!  Any help is appreciated.  As in 
the previous years, decorators will join with the 
Men’s Breakfast group following their breakfast.  
To help, meet at the church on Wednesday, De-
cember 4 at 9:00 a.m.!   
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Pastor’s Article 

 
John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you 
from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits 
before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who 
loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a 
kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father - to him be glory and power 
for ever and ever! Amen…“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 
God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

Revelation 1:4-8 
 

D ietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian, pastor and martyr during World War II, said the 
most difficult thing for a human to do is to come to terms with the fact that they were not in the begin-
ning,1 therefore, not in control. God started everything, he will be at the end of all things and controls 
what goes on in the meantime…we do not like that, we like to think that we are in charge of our lives, 
we pull the strings, it is us who make things happen. Wrong. Actually, we are blessed if we realize that 
we are fortunate just to be a part of God’s plan and living in obedience to Jesus. 
 The Christian life is an adventure of learning that we are creatures with limits. When we discov-
er this and live this, then and only then, can we live in freedom. Saint Irenaeus stated, “The glory of 
God is a human being fully alive”. This “fully alive” awareness comes to us when we have learned and 
embraced the reality that we are not God, but greatly loved creatures. Let God have his way in your life 
and rejoice in his outcomes through you. 
 How can you take yourself out of the driver’s seat and let God control your past, present and 
future? He does anyway! The sooner we come to that understanding, the more joyful, blessed and fo-
cused we will be. Does that way of life make you a robot? No, but it puts you in your place! And makes 
you ready to respond correctly. 
 How can you put God in charge? Tell him you want him there and ask for help, because it is 
not easy to give over that control to God.  
 How will you know how you are doing here? Listen. Most people spend a lot of their time with 
God telling him what they want him to do. Spend more time Listening, he will tell you how you are do-
ing. A wise pastor told me, about 20 years ago, that if you listened to people’s prayers, you would think 
that God spends all his time in the hospital, running errands for us, or going over our to-do-lists. Listen 
more and you will understand more. God will still handle all your requests - we pray as if God does not 
know what is going on! He knows what you need, therefore, listen more and let God talk to you. 
 
           Pastor Jim 

1. Roger Owens 

December Worship Themes 
Dec 1 First Sunday of Advent; Celebration of the Lord’s Supper; Rev. John J. McClure leading Worship 

Dec 8 Second Sunday of Advent; Theme: God in Heaven—his angels doing His work here on earth 

Dec 15 Third Sunday of Advent; Theme: Jesus Rules—We Follow 

Dec 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent; Christmas Joy Offering Collection; Theme: Ultimate Ruler—Jesus 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve; Theme: Let Jesus Into Your Heart 

Dec 29 First Sunday of Christmas; Theme: God IS a Fair Evangelist 
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Church Calendar Visit calendarwiz.com/trinityupc 

or the church webpage, www.trinityupc.com, 

to see the church schedule and plan ahead! 

Christmas Cantata! 
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Our Mission is to worship and serve Jesus Christ by proclaiming his Gospel to all persons. 

As servants of Christ, we will always be a community of love, hope, service and reconciliation. 

A s we cross over into December, the Sunday morn-
ing Bible discussion group is in Chapter Three of 

the book of Ecclesiastes. In Chapter Three, we are dis-
cussing how there are different seasons in our lives. 
Every individual in the Bible Discussion Group is at a 
different place in their walk with God. Something we 
have learned this year is that regardless of what season 
we find ourselves in, there is still something wonderful 
we can learn from God.  

Sunday Morning Bible Study—10:00-10:40 

-James V. 

Evangelism…four questions  
 

What is it? 
Why is it needed? 

Who will do it? 
What will it look like here at Trinity? 

 

Obedience to Jesus…Partnership in the Gos-
pel…Support by the Church…evangelism will 
be coming to the forefront of our thoughts…
evangelism will start to take more shape in Wor-
ship, Bible Studies, Christian Education and Mis-
sion this Winter, Spring and Summer.  Training, 
Encouraging and Equipping begins this Fall and 
Winter.     

- Pastor Jim 


