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 Sometimes going back to the basics helps. In our weekly 

Children’s Video Messages, we go back to the basics of Scripture. 

Learning the Bible as an adult can be very difficult, so I want to make 

sure that when we are teaching our kids, we present it in a way that 

won't confuse them. To be honest with you it has required me to think 

in a way that I haven’t in a long time. If anyone has any topics that 

you would like to see covered on our Children’s Video Message se-

ries, feel free to let me know!  - James V. 

          Last month on Wednesday Night 
Skype, we talked about what kind of tasks 
from God we sometimes run from. In the Old 
Testament book of Jonah, we read that Jonah 
was given a task from God to announce God’s 
judgement on the city of Nineveh. But what 
did Jonah do? Jonah got a ship hoping that he 
could escape the task that God presented him. 
We can often do something similar to Jonah. 
Sometimes, God can lay something on our 
hearts for us to do, like pray with someone or 
volunteer in a specific area of the church, but 
like Jonah we try to run away or ignore what 
God wants us to do. When Jonah tried running 
from God in this story, he was thrown into the 
sea and swallowed whole by a fish! After that, 
Jonah realized that maybe he should have 
gone to Nineveh from the beginning. Every 
Wednesday in the summer we read from the 
Bible in hopes of learning the wisdom that it 
offers. If you would like to participate in a 
discussion like the one we had on Jonah, con-
tact me so that we can add you to the Wednes-
day Night Skype crew! -James V. 

 On my desk at the church building, I have a devotional cal-
endar by Charles Stanley. Every day I turn to a different devotion that 
discusses a spiritual idea or truth. Reading it only takes a minute and I 
always follow the reading with a time of prayer. When I started mak-
ing the Moment of Devotion videos, I wanted to make them so that 
others could be directed towards a spiritual truth and spend a little 
time in prayer. The idea of these videos is to give the viewer a short 3-
4 minute video so that afterward they can talk to God about it. It’s 
amazing what God can teach us if we just give him a moment of our 
time.  

-James V  

Moment of Devotion Videos Weekly on Trinity United Presbyterian 

To All Our Friends at Trinity Church:  

 The Sharp family wants to thank everyone who has sent cards and letters of support as we are dealing with John’s passing. 
Your kind and loving messages have brought solace and comfort which has helped the process of healing!  

 John truly loved his pastorate at Trinity. It was a two-way relationship that grew stronger with every task or mission that 
arose between him and the people in the pews. If it were possible he would have gone on forever working with all of you spirit-filled 
believers, cheering you on saying, “That way! Well done! Good and faithful servants.” 

 Now it’s our turn to pick up the flag and run forward to bring God’s kingdom to all.  

 With the Covid-19 restrictions, we could only have a small private family memorial service. The thinking is to have a public 
memorial service sometime in the future. Meanwhile, on August 8th, we are honoring his wishes by spreading his ashes in the Dela-
ware Bay near Lewes, his boyhood home. This place also brings wonderful memories: sailing, swimming, crabbing, fishing, shell 
seeking, sandcastle building and walking along the sandy shores marveling at colorful sunrises and sunsets.  
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Prayer List   

“Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication.  To that end keep alert and 
always persevere in supplication for all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:18)  

Please especially pray for these: 

Aug 1—4 Lyndsay Jesko, Scott Jones, Cindy Jones, Dan & Nancy Jones, 
Aug 5—9 James & Candice Jordan, Lynn Keller, Bill & Linda King, Bill King Jr., Jerome & Terri 

Kolencik, Jason & Laurie Ann, Brendan, Brianna and Brooke Krall 
Aug 10—16 Dan, Vickie and Jason Leone, Jack, Barbara and Jesse Leone, Joan Link, Clara Link 
Aug 17—23 John Link, Bill & Sandi Long, Arlene MacDonald, Sankey & Margaret MacDonald 
Aug 24—31 Jeff & Suzanne Williams, Melissa, Jeff, Nathan and Kaden Maxwell, Cleveland 

McCourt, Carol McDowell, Wade, Cindy, Brandon and Meagan McMahon 
 

Our Fellowship 

2—Virginia Higinbotham 

7—Terri Kolencik 

8—KaeLynn Shaffer 

8—Kami Shaffer 

11—John Chidester 

11—Neil Springer 

12—Debora Hammond 

12—Christie Springer 

13—Harriet Michniak 

14—Elsie Workman 

15—Laurie Savage 

18 Avery Anderson 

18—Ryan Anderson 

20—Carol Hankins 
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22—Dolores Rhodes 

14—George Hammond Jr. 

29—Pamela Barnhart 

30 Casey Caton 

31—Cheryl Peterman 

31—Patty Yauger 

 

 

 
In Memorium 

 

Rev. Dr. John 
K. Sharp 

June 2, 2020 
 

Eva Shull 

July 16, 2020 

Happy 

Anniversary  
August 9 

Raymond & Shirley Savage 

61 years 

 

August 10 

John & Terri Sharp 

24 years 

 

August 12 

Victor & Janine Adao 

25 years 

 

August 17 

Wayne & Elsie Workman 

35 years 

 

August 20 

Wade & Cindy McMahon 

37 years 

 

August 25 

Bill & Meg Cahn 

30 years 

 

August 29 

Charles & Dana Anderson 

22 years 



If your address or phone number has 
changed from what is printed in the 2020 
directory, please send updated infor-
mation to the church office.  

trinityupc@gmail.com 
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Church News 
Bethel Bible Series 
 
The Bethel Teacher Training Phase was severely interrupt-
ed by Covid-19. The Class has been working since mid-
June to catch-up as much as possible and will remain 
catching-up in the Fall. They will be continuing their train-
ing as Teachers in September and October preparing for 
their certification as full-fledged Bethel Teachers by mid-
November 2020. 
 
Therefore, the Bethel Congregational Phase will start in 
mid-January and run into early-March. The first class for 
the Congregation will be 8-9 weeks long and then the sec-
ond class (8 weeks) will start after Easter and run into late 
Spring 2020. 
 
Get Ready!     Get Excited!      

Pastor Jim’s Bible Studies 
 

These are on the horizon --- by Facebook and Zoom. 
Sorry for the slow start Church! 
The first class will be one of Paul’s Prison Letters – 
Ephesians. 
 
These will be on Trinity’s Facebook page, which is, 
https://www.facebook.com/trinityupc/ 
 
The studies will start to be posted to Trinity’s Face-
book page before the end of July. Then they will be 
posted regularly (at lest 1 or 2 a week). You can go to 
the site and watch them at your convenience. Thanks 
for your patience in this slow-moving start-up saints! 
 
Please feel free to call pastor Jim ( 313-460-8636 ) or 
e-mail him ( MDOJ77@yahoo.com ) with questions 
or comments in relation to the studies. Hope to see 
you soon! 

Hikes 
 

Church Hikes are coming back early this fall. The first 
church hike for the fall will be in September. Stay 
tuned for the date, time and place. 

Men’s Discussion Group 
 

We started meeting again for breakfast/discussions at Mark C.’s on July 15. 
The next meeting will be on August 19, 7:30 am, at Mark C.’s. 
 
An idea was brought up that we may want to start meeting twice a month on the second and fourth Wednesdays…what 
do you think about this idea? 
 
Remember men, this is not the same group that regularly (for a long time) has been meeting on the first Monday, 7:30 
pm in the Westminster room here at Trinity. The Men’s Discussion Group was regularly meeting on the third Wednes-
days, before Covid-19, at local restaurants. 

Dartball 
 

The 2020/21 Dartball season is still up in the air but 
here at Trinity we have started back up DARTS & DE-
VOTIONS. Every Thursday Doug Yauger provides a 
Bible devotion followed by some thought provoking 
questions. After a time of discussion and prayer we 
throw darts and share laughs with one another. It's a 
blast! If you want to witness a bunch of grown adults 
act like teenages this is the place for you! We welcome 
you to join the excellent Bible study and share in the 
laughs. –James V. 

mailto:MDOJ77@yahoo.com
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Music Department 
Notes from the Bench 

By Brett Vanderlaan 

Variety is the Spice of Life—Variations in Music 

S everal months ago, this column discussed the 

concept of TUNE names and the many ways 

that a given tune may appear in hymns, anthems, 

and organ music. Another past column discussed 

arrangements and transcriptions. This month, I 

would like to go a bit deeper into one of the most 

common treatments of a given tune or other mu-

sical source material. 

Composers and musicians often create VARIA-

TIONS on a melody or song. These variations 

can take many forms and may be easily recog-

nized or have rather obscure connections to the 

source. The original piece of musical fabric is 

usually called a theme. It is usually thought of as 

a particular melody (think tune), but can also re-

fer to a particular harmonic sequence or rhyth-

mic pattern. A given theme can be varied by al-

tering any one or a combination of: melody, har-

mony, rhythm, style, instrumentation, tempo, 

texture, and other musical elements. 

Changes to a melody may include embellishment 

with additional notes, shortening or lengthening 

particular notes, or even changing some individ-

ual pitches while maintaining a similar contour 

of the melody. A collection of such variations 

might be grouped into a work given a title such 

as “Theme and Variations” or “Partita on ….” I 

highly recommend listening to Mozart’s “Theme 

and Variations on Ah, vous dirai-je, maman” as an 

example of such a work for piano. The tune is 

what we know as “Twinkle, twinkle little star” 

which makes the variations considerably easier 

to follow. 

A melody may stay exactly or nearly the same, 

but have the accompanying chords (or harmo-

nies) changed, or a melody in 2 (like a march) 

might be transformed into a waltz or jig (in 3). 

Sometimes it will be the harmony that stays con-

sistent while the melody or texture changes. In 

this case, the bass line often remains steady in 

what is termed an ostinato. A passacaglia is a 

particular musical form in which an entire piece 

is built upon a repeating bass figure (e.g. J.S. 

Bach’s Passacaglia in C minor). These variations 

can be created by changing instrumentation (or 

stops on the organ), rhythms, or styles as well as 

the melody itself over the bass.  

Other presentations of musical variations that 

may be heard in worship include improvisa-

tions, chorale preludes, toccatas or fugues based 

on a specific tune or theme. Often during a famil-

iar hymn, I may play an alternate harmonization 

to enhance the singing of a verse or two. A famil-

iar piece may also be presented in a different 

style. As a good example of this, there is a scene 

in the movie Amadeus (based on the play by Peter 

Schaffer) where Mozart is at a party and is asked 

to play a tune in the style of various composers, 

including his rival (at least in the play/film) An-

tonio Salieri. 

As the cliché title of this column suggests, musi-

cal variations can provide the pleasure of hearing 

a familiar tune in a fresh and inspiring way. In 

this way, variations may enrich both our worship 

and our lives. 

Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God alone) 
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Pastor’s Article 

Our Quiet Times (prayer times and devotions) would be much more effective, focused and 
encouraging if we LISTENED to God more and slowed down some on telling God so much 
about what we need and want him to do. There is nothing wrong about “telling God so much 
about what we need and want him to do”, but in reality, God knows already. How about 
shifting gears and trying LISTENING to God more and letting “The Almighty” talk to us more 

often. The following is a short, little model to help with that perspective. It is called ACTS. 
I learned it in college at InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, 1981. 
 

Adoration – at the beginning of your daily quiet time, praise God and tell God how much 
you love him and are overwhelmed with the fact that he loves you and helps you daily. 
 

Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. Praise him for his acts of power; 
praise him for his surpassing greatness. Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp 
and lyre… Psalm 150:1-3 
 

You can say or sing your praise aloud or silently and you do not have to “go on and on” for 
a long time, even though God would not mind that. lol. Just start your prayer time praising 
God, it will focus you on God and form your entire time in prayer with him 
 

Confession – after you have begun in prayer with praise, it is very natural to ask God for his 
forgiveness and accept his mercy, compassion and understanding for the very obvious fact 
that you are human and need his forgiveness and help in your daily life. In fact, many peo-
ple feel, that as they praise God, they realize anew their need for forgiveness and pardon. 
So, ask God for it. Remember, do not feel guilty, feel relieved. Feel relieved, that you wor-
ship a loving God that longs to forgive you and set you free from the bondage of your sin. 
Our God is NOT a “god of guilt”. Our God is a God who forgives…let him do it. 
 

But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden faults, LORD. Psalm 19:12 
For the sake of your name, LORD, forgive my iniquity, though it is great. Psalm 25:11 
 

Thanksgiving – take a few moments and thank God for all he has done, is doing and will do 
for you and your loved ones/friends. God likes to hear our praise, confession and thanks. 
Let God know that you appreciate his work, direction and protection in your life. A friend of 
mine, long ago, said to me, “What if, all we had tomorrow, were the things we thanked God 
for today?” Puts things in perspective, doesn’t it?! Tell God thanks often. 
 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. I Chronicles 16:34 
I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. Psalm 9:1 
 

Supplication – this is a time when we make our requests and petitions of God, you know, 
the “telling God so much about what we need and want him to do”…this is perfectly ok, re-
spected and needed; it just is not the total time we spend with God. God talks to us and this 
is where we get the clues for how we are to live and act, and for how we are to pray. Here is 
the plan: 1. God tells us what to pray for; 2. We listen and then we pray; 3. Then God does 
it; 4. And at that point we praise God for his action in our life and the lives of others. Suppli-
cation is praying to God concerning his will being accomplished and acted-out in the world. 
 

May my supplication come before you; deliver me according to your promise. Psalm 119:170 
 

Now, at the end of ACTS, is a time when you may want to read in a devotional 

book or read some in your Bible. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2019%3A12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2025%3A11&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Chronicles%2016%3A34&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%209%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119%3A170&version=NIV
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Pastor’s Article Repeated/Updated from July 

Five ways to start fresh, now that we are moving out 
of this stressful Covid 19 time. 
 
1.  MAKE PLANS, not resolutions 
 

Plans are down-to-earth and doable. Plans have steps; steps that can be checked off and 
accomplished and have a definite direction, with objectives and goals. This way of thinking 
will let you move ahead with confidence as you achieve the small steps within them. 
 
Example: 
 

Step 1 |          
Step 2 |  objective goal  
Step 3 |   
 
Steps 1, 2, 3 lead to an objective…and an objective(s) leads to a goal that can be 
achieved… 
 
The key is not what we call them, but that they are measurable and that they lead someplace  
…so we can track progress and so we get somewhere now that the crisis is starting to close. 
 
2.  TURN OFF THE TV.  
 

Think how much time you would have to accomplish your post-crisis goals if you were not 
wasting time watching TV. One or Two less hours watching a screen translates into one or 
two hours more working on what is important. 
 
3.  ORDER YOUR LIFE and rank your responsibilities. 
 

Bring some intentional direction into your life often, instead of becoming overwhelmed with 
all your to-dos and opportunities. Include time for rest and recreation and time to focus on 
God, prayer, Bible reading, Worship and Sunday School.  (Adult Sunday School is at 10 am eve-
ry Sunday) 

 
4.  STAY IN TOUCH with people.   
 

Call your friends and family often, “just to say hello”. They will love it! 
 
5.  FOCUS ON GOD and what he is doing in your life.  
 

Pray about all kinds of things. Talk to God every day. 
 

“Jesus is on that mainline; call him up!”    - Mahalia Jackson 
 

Nothing is too small or too large for God to care about. God loves to hear from you. God 
loves that you invite him into your life. 
 
 
Pastor Jim 
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Pastor’s Article An article from last year in this year 

John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you 

from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits 

before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn 

from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and 

has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and 

priests to serve his God and Father - to him be glory and power for ever and 

ever! Amen…“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, 

and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”           
               Revelation 1:4-8 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian, pastor and martyr during World War II, 

said the most difficult thing for a human to do is to come to terms with the fact that 

they were not in the beginning,1 therefore, not in control. God started everything, he 

will be at the end of all things and controls what goes on in the meantime…we do 

not like that, we like to think that we are in charge of our lives, we pull the strings, it is 

us who make things happen. Wrong. Actually, we are blessed if we realize that we 

are fortunate just to be a part of God’s plan and living in obedience to Jesus. 

 

The Christian life is an adventure of learning that we are creatures with limits. When 

we discover this and live this, then and only then, can we live in freedom. Saint Ire-

naeus stated, “The glory of God is a human being fully alive”. This “fully alive” aware-

ness comes to us when we have learned and embraced the reality that we are not 

God, but greatly loved creatures. Let God have his way in your life and rejoice in his 

outcomes through you. 

 

How can you take yourself out of the driver’s seat and let God control your past, pre-

sent and future? He does anyway! The sooner we come to that understanding, the 

more joyful, blessed and focused we will be. Does that way of life make you a ro-

bot? No, but it puts you in your place! And makes you ready to respond correctly. 

 

How can you put God in charge? Tell him you want him there and ask for help, be-

cause it is not easy to give over that control to God.  

 

How will you know how you are doing here? Listen. Most people spend a lot of their 

time with God telling him what they want him to do. Spend more time Listening, he 

will tell you how you are doing. A wise pastor told me, about 20 years ago, that if you 

listened to people’s prayers, you would think that God spends all his time in the hos-

pital, running errands for us, or going over our to-do-lists.  

 

Listen more and you will understand more. God will still handle all your requests - we 

pray as if God does not know what is going on! He knows what you need, therefore, 

listen more and let God talk to you. 

            

Pastor Jim 

          1. Roger Owens 
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Our Mission is to worship and serve Jesus Christ by proclaiming his Gospel to all persons. 

As servants of Christ, we will always be a community of love, hope, service and reconciliation. 

Worship Themes                                            August   
8/2 Celebrating the Saints that Serve the Church (Laypersons) 

 Theme:  You Asked for it – Series on what people what to hear – part 4 

 Passages:  Genesis 1:1; Psalm 90:2; Romans 4;16, 17 

 Message:  “Is God Real?” Notes:  creation out of nothing (ex nihilo) 
  

8/9 College/Trades/Career and Young Adult Sunday 

 Theme:  You Asked for it – Series on what people what to hear – part 5  

 Passage:  Romans 2:14-15       Message:  “The Problem of God’s Existence” 
  

8/16 Youth in the Church Sunday 

 Theme:  You Asked for it – Series on what people what to hear – part 6  

 Passages:  Mark 14:61-64; Matthew 26:60-64  

 Message:  “Is God Real – The Problem of Jesus?” 
 

8/23 Public Education Sunday 

 Theme:  You Asked for it – Series on what people what to hear – part 7  

 Passage:  John 14:1-7 Message:  “The Problem of God’s Exclusivity” 
  

8/30 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Theme:  You Asked for it – Series on what people what to hear – part 8  

 Passage:  Job1:21; I Cor. 6:19-20; Lk. 12:6-7; 23:38-43; Eph. 1:7; Matt. 27:3-10 

 Message:  “Suicide”       Notes:  The problem of Judas 

   


