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Thursday, June 10  |  4—7 pm 

Cabbage Roll Dinner 
$10 each 

Meal includes: Cabbage Rolls, Green Beans, Mashed Potatoes, Bread and Drink 

Take Out Only  |  Supports the youth Mission Trip 

 

Sunday, July 25  |  4:05 pm 

West Virginia Black Bears Game in Morgantown! 
The Church Family Committee invites you to spend an evening watching the Black 
Bears play against Mahoning Valley. Tickets are in limited supply, so please sign-up as 

soon as possible. Contact John Nass (nass81@atlanticbb.net) or the church office to have 
your name placed on the list. Ticket price TBD. 

 

Saturday, August 14 

Church Picnic @ Ohiopyle State Park!  
More information to follow. 

 

The Church Family Committee is also planning the fol-
lowing activities and trips: game night, bowling, minia-
ture golf, and outings to the Westmoreland Museum of 

Art, to West Overton/Scottdale to visit the Frick Home-
stead museum, to the Historic Frick Clayton Mansion in 

Pittsburgh, and to the Pittsburgh Zoo.  
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Prayer List   

“Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication.  To that end keep alert and 
always persevere in supplication for all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:18)  

Please especially pray for these: 

June 1—6 Jason, Laurie Ann, Brendan, Brianna and Brooke Krall, Dan, Vickie and Jason Leone 
June 7—13 Jack, Barbara and Jesse Leone, Joan Link, Clara Link, John Link, Bill and Sandi Long 
June 14—20 Arlene MacDonald, Sankey & Margaret MacDonald, Jeff & Suzanne Martinec 
June 21—26 Melissa, Jeff, Nathan and Kaden Maxwell, Cleveland McCourt, Carol McDowell 
June 26—30 Wade, Cindy, Brandon and Meagan McMahon, Jennifer, Tyler, Matthew and Caitlin 

Michelangelo 
 

Our Fellowship 

1—Donna Teeter 

3—Paul Bortz Jr.  

3—Ken Riddell Jr.  

4—Robert Rendina 

4—Alec Sharp 

5—Journey Shaffer 

9—Craig Smith 

10—Angela DeAngelo 

10—Richard Schollaert 

Trinity United Presbyterian Church                                                
79 W. Fayette Street Uniontown, PA 15401 ●  724-437-2709 

www.facebook.com/trinityupc/ ● www.trinityupc.com               
trinityupc@gmail.com                                                                         

Reverend Jim Gear, Pastor                                                               
James Vlosich, Discipleship Coordinator                                           

Bill Dreucci, Director of Music                                                                    
Brett Vanderlaan, Organist/Chidlren’s Choir Director                                                   

Meg Grimm, Secretary ●  Bill Thompson, Sexton                           
Ministers: All the Congregation 

Happy 

Anniversary  

June 4 

Rich and Ashley Franks 

5 years 

 

June 15 

Bill & Sandi Long 

36 years 

 

June 23 

John & Pam Barnhart 

42years 

Visit the church webpage, 
www.trinityupc.com, to see the church 

calendar.  

Check your email for updates. Email 
the church office if you need to be put 

on the church email list. 

►Tuesday Night Bible Study  

Postponed until October◄ 

16—Arlene MacDonald 

16—Drew Springer 

17—Susan Fox 

20—James Carbin 

22—Melissa Maxwell 

24—John Nass 

26—Amanda Scarfo 

28—Lynsday Jesko 
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Events 

Mission Trip – July 18-24  

Johnstown, PA 

Watch for updates in bulletin, 

 Touchstone and 

Minute for Missions 

I will instruct you and teach 

you in the way you should 

go. I will counsel you and 

watch over you. 

Psalm 32:8 

 

Paint & Dessert  
July 11, 2021 

2:00 pm 

 

Where? Trinity United Presbyterian Church, Uniontown PA 15401 

Cost? $40  

 

A fun time for both Women and Men! Bring a Friend!  

 

Benefits the Trinity Youth Group Sum-
mer Mission Trip 

 
To sign up, or if you have any questions, contact Pam Barn-

hart. 

Cell 412-691-2189 Home 724-439-5835 Email pam-
johnb@atlanticbb.net 

Money is due by July 8th 

 

Light refreshments will be provided. 



Darts and Devotions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Thursday at 10:00 A.M. 

Devotions by Doug Yauger 

Join us for a great time of Devotion, coffee, snacks, and laughs! 
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Church Family 
Men’s Discussion Group 
NEXT MEETINGS: June 9 and June 23  
   We Continue to meet at 7:30 am at Mark C.’s 

Attention: We are now meeting twice a month. 

→ 2nd and 4th Wednesdays ← 

The June Hike will be on June 19 --- Great Allegheny Passage,  

Connellsville, PA 
 

11:00 am  -  Meet in Trinity Parking lot - then car-pool to Caboose  

   Parked behind Martin’s 

11:35 am  -  Hike --- hop on the GAP trail here and pick North or South 

1:15 pm  -  Lunch at restaurant in near-by Connellsville, PA 
  → Maps to Trailhead parking lot in Chapel ← 
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Church News 
TRINITY LEADERS MEETING --- ELDERS, DEACONS, LEADERS 
Saturday, June 26 --- 10 am – 2 pm --- with snacks, lunch and a walk    →→ RSVPs by June 20th  ←← 
 
THE ROUGH OUTLINED PLAN 

- Elder Responsibilities as Leaders  
- Deacon Responsibilities as Leaders 
- Leader Responsibilities as Leaders 

- Working, Having Fun and Having Meaning Together/Building Community 

- Building Confidence 

- Looking at the 10-Year Plan --- Doing the 10-Year Plan 

- Is our Fabulous Building our “best image” for us right now? 
 

Worship --- Service --- Proclaim --- Discipleship --- Community 
        This is a BIG Deal… 
 
Topics:   Understanding Missional 
       Being Missional 
       Kingdom Mindset                                                    
       Big Thinking 
       Healthy Church 
      

Church Family is pleased to an-
nounce a 125th anniversary celebration of 
Trinity Church is being planned for October 
1-3, 2021.  The three-day event will also 
serve as the capstone of the church’s Sep-
tember theme “Welcome Back.”  Additional 
information will be available in future issues 
of the Touchstone, the Sunday morning bul-
letin, and during the announcements on 
Sunday morning. 
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Church News 
Book Journey    

(Book Club—Second Tuesday of Each Month, 7:00pm—Stay tuned for when we will begin meeting again after Covid19!) 

 

From the Book Journey Files 

 

This year marks the 76th anniversary of the end of World War II and the effects of this conflict on 
people across the globe continues to fascinate. Countless books have been written and dozens of 
movies made, particularly in regard to the war in Europe. Just this spring PBS has aired three series 
dealing with this topic: World on Fire and Atlantic Crossing on Masterpiece, and My Grandpar-
ents’ War.  

 

Looking back through the records of Trinity’s book discussion group I discovered that we have read 
and discussed a number of works – both fiction and nonfiction – focusing on this time, and written 
from the perspective of individuals who were intimately touched by the war raging around them. All 
of these are available through the Uniontown Public Library, and most 
have been adapted as movies. 

 

The Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane Ackerman 

 

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society by Mary Ann 
Shaffer and Annie Barrows 

 

Unbroken: A WWII Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemp-
tion by Laura Hillenbrand 

 

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

 

The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah 

 

Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 

 

As life slowly returns to “normal” we look forward to when we can get 
together again in person to talk about books and reading. The tentative 
return of monthly Book Journey gatherings is Tuesday, September 14. 
Stay tuned for more information. 

 

Meanwhile, stay safe and happy reading! 

 

Group Leader Jean Nass 
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Music Department 
Notes from the Bench 

By Brett Vanderlaan 

Chorale Preludes 

 

T HIS MONTH’S COLUMN considers the 

concept of the chorale prelude. To begin, it 

is worthwhile to provide background on 

what a chorale is in terms of musical form. A 

chorale is a congregational song or hymn from 

the German Protestant (Lutheran) Church, and 

was introduced into the 

service by Martin Luther 

in the 16th century. The 

term came originally 

from a method of per-

forming plainsong melo-

dies – typically meaning 

in unison and without ac-

companiment. Eventually, 

the tunes themselves - 

and subsequently the 

associated texts - were 

referred to as chorales. 

In modern usage, a cho-

rale may imply a tune 

with sacred text intend-

ed to be sung in four-

part harmony – not much different from a tradi-

tional hymn. 

A chorale prelude is usually an organ composi-

tion based upon a chorale melody that is used to 

introduce the chorale itself for congregational 

singing. This approach was rather common in the 

17th and early 18th centuries as a means to prepare 

the congregation for singing the chorale which 

would immediately follow the chorale prelude. 

For this reason, a chorale prelude often presents 

the tune in its entirety with some degree of em-

bellishment, counterpoint, or other accompani-

ment. In our modern services, I usually play a 

verse (or a portion of one) as an introduction to 

each hymn instead. The chorale prelude 

(especially those by 17th and 18th century compos-

ers) has become an option for an organ voluntary 

(usually a prelude or an offertory) rather than an 

introduction to singing. 

A related term is the or-

gan chorale. This is a 

much broader idea of any 

organ piece that is based 

on a chorale melody. Or-

gan chorales usually elab-

orate and expand on the 

tune in expansive and cre-

ative ways. Forms such as 

motets, fughettas, fanta-

sias, and variations can be 

utilized to create an organ 

chorale. Most modern or-

gan pieces based on hymn 

tunes would likely be re-

ferred to as organ cho-

rales in this vein, even 

when used as a prelude for a service. 

Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God alone) 

Note: Reference for some material in this column: 

The New Harvard Dictionary of Music, Don 

Michael Randel, ed., Belknap Press, 1986. 
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Pastor’s Article 

Devote Your Skills in the Kingdom 
This month’s devotional draws on ideas in 

CafeReality from Youth for Christ 
 
We are all one body, we have the same Spirit, and we have all been called to the same glorious future. There 
is only one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and there is only one God and Father, who is over us all and in us all 
and living through us all. However, he has given each one of us a special gift according to the generosity of 
Christ. That is why the Scriptures say, "When he ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of captives and gave 
gifts to his people."  Notice that it says, "he ascended." This means that Christ first came down to the lowly 
world in which we live. The same one who came down is the one who ascended higher than all the heavens, so 
that his rule might fill the entire universe. He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his 
work and build up the church, the body of Christ, until we come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of 
God's Son that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ. 

Ephesians 4:4-13 
 
 
Talk to God: 
“Thank God that even though millions of other believers are talking to him right now, he is excited about 
spending time with you. Talk to God, knowing this is true.” 
 
This week:  
    1. See yourself the way God sees you 
    2.   Recognize and know your purpose in life 
    3.  Trust the Holy Spirit's power 
    4.  Value your salvation  
 

If these four ideas are new to you, ask Pastor Jim to explain 
 

Our Discipleship Endurance Approach this month is: 
“Invest your abilities in the Kingdom.” 

 
INVESTIGATE AND RESPOND 
1.  According to verses 4-6, what do we share with other followers of Christ? 
 We are all one body, we have the same Spirit, and we have all been called to the same glorious  future.  
               There is only one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and there is only one God and Father, who is over us all  
                and in us all and living through us all.  
2.  In verse 7, we find that each of us have received something special. What is it? 
 However, he has given each one of us a special gift according to the generosity of Christ. 
3. Verse 11 gives a short list of some of the "spiritual gifts". (in addition to Romans 12 and I Corinthians 12)  
              The bottom line is - every believer has been given gifts of the Holy  
 Spirit! So, what are we to do with these? Use them for God’s glory as you put them 
 into practice through the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the Body of Christ. 
4.  How would your daily life be different if you discovered your spiritual gifts and used  
 them along with your abilities to glorify God and serve others? That discovery would  
 bring a lift to your daily life with Christ and his Body. 
 

Continued on page 9 
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10 Year Plan Update for June 
 

Planting of Small Groups Round 2 in Sept. (encourage groups already panted) 

Establishing Public Relations Ministries 

Pine Spring Camp July Mission Prepared to Go!    Revisit support for Interfaith 

Planning for Fall Sunday School Unfolded    Prayer Walks Re-Instituted 

Planning for Leadership Meeting #3 (August)   Dinners Continuing 

Plans for Nursery Staffing and Updating Nursery Finalized 

Integration of Intentional Gregariousness Training Doug’s Fraternity Rush Model 

   and Reach-Out Calling Training – Launched in September 

-Pastor Jim 

News 

PRAY ABOUT IT 
Ask God to help you discover your spiritual gifts. Ask God to show you how he wants to use you to 
help build his church and take care of his world.  
 
GUTSY ACTS 
1.  Maybe you would like to memorize Ephesians 4:7 to remind yourself of the call on  
 Your life to help build God’s Kingdom. 
 
2.         Maybe you would like to write in your journal about the opportunities God has given you to 
use your  
               gifts/abilities to serve him. 
 
3, Maybe you would like to find two other Christian friends who want to discover their  
 spiritual gifts and go to Pastor Jim to ask for help in learning more about your gifts  
 and how God wants to use them for his glory. 
 
REMEMBER 
Participate and devote your abilities to grow the kingdom! 
 
GO DEEPER 
Read Matthew 25:14-30  
 
 
Your friend in Christ Jesus, 
 
 
Pastor Jim 

Continued from page 8 
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Article of Interest 
The Saddest Verse in the Bible   
By Robin Schumacher, edited by Jim Gear 
 
Allow me to set the stage for what I think is the saddest verse in all of Scripture: The second coming 
of Christ has taken place…the perfect rule under the only perfect ruler that has ever existed. In ad-
dition, satan, the great deceiver of humanity, has been banished and forbidden to interact with 
those alive in the world, making for a first-ever safe spiritual environment (Rev. 19-20). I get chills 
just thinking about it. But, what’s also happened is that the planet has been populated by the off-
spring of those who were alive during Jesus’ second coming and who entered His Millennial king-
dom. All of them have been face to face with Jesus and eyewitnesses to his righteous rule. 
 

But then it happens. 
The devil is released by God and, true to his nature, works to deceive humanity just as he did in the 
garden of Eden (Gen. 3). He gathers the nations together to fight against Jesus in some kind of 
crazed, last-ditch effort to supplant the Son of God. After “1,000 years” of seeing Jesus’ perfect 
reign, you would think that the number of those involved in the conflict would be infinitesimally 
small. But no, the reverse is true. This leads me to what is in my opinion the saddest verse in all the 
Bible – it’s Rev. 20:8. Let’s read it with  verse 7: “When the thousand years are completed, Satan 
will be released from his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which are at the four cor-
ners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like 
the sand of the seashore” (Rev. 20:7-8). That revelation from the Apocalypse is beyond depressing 
to read. It’s not just a few of those alive during the Millennium that rebel against Jesus, but so 
many that you can’t count them. How awful is that?! 
 

Nothing new 
It doesn’t matter which media group computes the numbers, when all is said and done, no one 
comes close to Jesus in terms of popularity or influence. Even leading figures of competing reli-
gions like Hinduism’s Gandhi acknowledge the unique beauty and perfection of Christ among other 
world leaders, religious or not. And yet, both Revelation and the gospels tell us that Jesus’ populari-
ty with certain people is something that can change in the blink of an eye. Jesus’ biographies tell us 
that there were many who were face-to-face with Christ back in His day that appeared to love Him. 
Large crowds followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and Jerusalem, and Judea, and from 
beyond the Jordan” (Matt. 4:25). They loved Him when He was doling out free food, healings, de-
liverance from satan, and even were left breathless from His powerful and poignant teaching. But 
when it came to His preaching on repentance and change of lifestyle, that’s when things took a dif-
ferent turn. In Matthew 11:20-24, Christ rebukes the cities of Chorazin and Capernaum because, 
even though they had witnessed His miracles first-hand, they would not submit to Him and His 
preaching on sin. In fact, that aspect of Him got under their skin so much, that they made it a point 
to be at His crucifixion and mock Him while He was on the cross (Matt. 27:39). That’s a whole dif-
ferent level of nasty. But, sadly, it’s nothing new. It’s the same type of behavior we see in those who 
will one day live with Jesus for 1,000 years and then turn on Him. 
 

The devil made me do it. 
But wait, you say, we’re told in Rev. 20 that satan is the one who goes out to deceive the people of 
the Millennium. Surely, it’s his fault and not theirs, right? Nope, it’s theirs. While the devil supplies 
a push in the wrong direction, ultimately the people make the choice. It’s what they want to do. 
Those that enter the Millennium after Jesus’ second coming are just like we are right now: people 
without a glorified body and not free from sinful imperfections. And, just as Adam fathered chil-
dren “in his own likeness, according to his image” and not in God’s image (Gen. 5:3), they will do 
the same, which produces a set of sinful humanity ripe to hear what they want to hear. The sad 
thing is, it doesn’t matter whether you can’t see or touch Jesus, like the situation we find ourselves 
in today, or one where you’re literally face to face with Him in an impeccable environment, sin still 
makes rebellion possible. 
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Article of Interest 

 

Pennsylvania Church Gives Away $13K in Gift Cards for  
Store Employees, Customer Bills        
 
By Michael Gryboski, edited by Jim Gear 
 
Members of Macedonia Church of Pittsburgh hand out gift cards to employees and help pay the bills 
of customers at a local Giant Eagle, Jan. 23, 2021. 
A congregation in Pennsylvania recently gave out gift cards worth $50 each to all the employees of a 
local grocery store, while also helping to pay the bills of 200 customers.  
 
The Macedonia Church of Pittsburgh, a predominantly African American congregation founded in 
1903, held what it called a “grocery store takeover” on a Saturday at a local Giant Eagle. In addition 
to the $50 gift cards given to the Giant Eagle employees, the church also paid upwards of $50 of each 
grocery store bill for patrons of the store. “We wanted to recognize these frontline workers and show 
them that we appreciate all they do in this season,” said the church in a statement posted to Face-
book. “We're able to be a blessing in our communities because of faithful givers like YOU! Thanks to 
all staff & volunteers as well as the management at Southside Giant Eagle for making this an excel-
lent initiative.” 
 
Pastor Brian James Edmonds, senior pastor of Macedonia Church, told The Christian Post that his 
congregation decided to do this event because “our world is hurting right now.” “We are battling 
multiple pandemics, people are grieving lost loved ones, and frontline workers are putting their lives 
on the line. We thought this would be a powerful way to give people hope and demonstrate the love 
of Christ during uncertain times,” said Edmonds. The total cost for the event was around $13,000, 
with Edmonds telling CP that it was “rooted in our understanding that the church should also tithe 
into the communities that it serves.”  
 
“This is what it means to be a good neighbor. As a part of this particular outreach, we also gave 
$40,000 to local nonprofits who are doing transformative work,” he continued. 
“For the past couple years, we have taken an entire weekend offering and devoted it to local nonprof-
its. We call it ‘Give100,’ since we are giving away 100% of what comes in.” Ultimately, Edmonds told 
CP that he hoped the church taught people “that they are not alone, that they are appreciated, and 
that the love of God just might surprise you at the grocery store.” “Our prayer is that someone’s faith 
is birthed, strengthened, or restored, as we are faithful to our calling to be the church,” he added. As 
the United States continues to reel from the effects of the coronavirus pandemic and economic 
downturn, many churches are ramping up their charitable efforts to help the needy.  
 
Last year, One Church, a multisite congregation based in Ohio, held a fundraiser aimed at providing 
gift cards to every foster teenager in the state, or approximately 5,300 individuals. One Church Lead 
Pastor Greg Ford told CP in an interview last month that the idea for the gift card charity drive 
stemmed from a meeting with Franklin County Children Services last year. “They shared with us that 
typically during the holidays, many donors want to provide toys and gifts for little kids, but the teens 
are usually left out since they're typically not interested in toys at that stage,” Ford said. “They said if 
we could provide gift cards for local fast food restaurants or retail stores, that gives the teens a sense 
of independence. When they're out with their friends, they can have a meal and enjoy themselves.” 
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Worship Themes 
June 6     Second Sunday after Pentecost 

  Theme: Believing in Christ’s Authority - Boldness 

  Passage:   Joshua 1:9      

  Message:   “Boldness” 
 

June 13    Third Sunday after Pentecost 

  Theme: Believing in Christ’s Authority - Dependence 

  Passage:    John 15:5      

  Message:   “Dependence” 

 

June 20 Father’s Day  

 Theme:        “What People Want to Hear”  

  Passages:   Isaiah 41:10; Psalm 118:14-16; II Timothy 1:7 

  Message:   “Why Do I Feel Sooooo Defeated?” 

 

June 27 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Theme:       Evangelism 

  Passage:    II Timothy 4:1-5 

  Message:   “Be the Evangelist” 

 

July 4  Independence Day 

  Theme:        Jesus Gave Gifts to the Church - YOU  

  Passage:     Ephesians 4:4-13 

  Message:    “You Are a Gift!”  

Our Mission is to worship and serve Jesus Christ by proclaiming his Gospel to all persons. 

As servants of Christ, we will always be a community of love, hope, service and reconciliation. 

Session approved a new idea that we 
learned from Calvin United Presbyterian 
Church in Scottdale , PA (the church that 
Pastor Doug Yauger serves). Trinity will 
now be having a “Prayer Time” in the 
sanctuary every Tuesday from 12 pm to 
1 pm. There will be a very short devotion 
time at the beginning and then the rest 
of the time will be devoted to silence, 
prayer and reading. Please feel very free 
to come in and go out as you please. The 
Morgantown Street doors will be open at 
about 11:55 am and close at 1:05 pm. 

Prayer Time 
Tuesdays  12 - 1 pm 


