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Easter Morning  

8:00 A.M. (Tentative) 
 

To celebrate Easter, we needed more than an hour! On Sunday, 

April 4th we will be holding a Son Rise service to celebrate the 

resurrected Jesus. Along with the Son Rise service, we will also 

be offering a continental breakfast. At 10 a.m. there will be a 

combined Sunday School lesson, and as normal, our worship 

service will be held at 11 a.m. If you will be attending the Son 

Rise Service, we ask that you sign up in the Chapel or contact the 

Church office at 724-437-2709. 

 

Lenten Holden Services 

- Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm - 

 

Friday Lenten Organ Recitals 
 

3/12  | 12:00 pm 

Jim Hutchinson 
 

3/26  | 12:00 pm 

Dan Kovacic 

 

A freewill offering will be taken 
in person or online. Recitals will 

be live streamed on Trinity’s 
Facebook. 

 

Easter Flower Order: 
$10.00 ea. (azaleas $14.00) 

Potted Palm $10.00 ea. 

  

Lily _________  Mum __________  Tulip ________ 

         Hyacinth ________                 Azalea ________          Palm _________  

 

Given in Memory of: _________________________________________ 

  

Given in Honor of: __________________________________________ 

  

Given by: ___________________________________________________ 

   

Amount Enclosed: __________ 

Order Deadline: Sunday, March 28, 2021 



Page 2  

 

Prayer List   

“Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication.  To that end keep alert and 
always persevere in supplication for all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:18)  

Please especially pray for these: 

Mar 1—7 Ted, Andrea, Jackson and Logan Collins, Tammi Consavage, Jacquelyn, Jackson and 
Preston Core, Margaret Crossland 

Mar 8—14 Nancy Davis, Donovan and Angela DeAngelo, Abigail Dowling, Bobby, Morgan and 
Callen Dugan 

Mar 15—21 Melissa, Chelsea, Ryan and Savannah Duley, Ben, Brittany, Brantley and Brynna Eddy 
Mar 22—31 Dan, Alyssa and Grace Eddy, J.W. Eddy, Matthew Etling, Nancy Fagler, Jerry and Beth 

Fike, Greg Fike, Mark and Joy Fike 

Our Fellowship 

2—Randy Borland 

4—Andrea Collins 

5—Bill Shaffer 

6—Jennifer Michelangelo 

8—John Link 

10—Tyler Michelangelo 

12—Helen Becker 

14—Brantley Eddy 

18—Don Stone Jr.  

19—Kenneth Breakiron 

20—Gregory Fike 

 

Trinity United Presbyterian Church                                                
79 W. Fayette Street Uniontown, PA 15401 ●  724-437-2709 

www.facebook.com/trinityupc/ ● www.trinityupc.com               
trinityupc@gmail.com                                                                         

Reverend Jim Gear, Pastor                                                               
James Vlosich, Discipleship Coordinator                                           

Bill Dreucci, Director of Music                                                                    
Brett Vanderlaan, Organist/Chidlren’s Choir Director                                                   

Meg Grimm, Secretary ●  Bill Thompson, Sexton                           
Ministers: All the Congregation 

21—Richard Mimnaugh 

23—Scott Breakiron 

27—Jason Leone 

28—Dorothy Springer 

29—Todd Porterfield 

31—Wilbur Goodwin 

Happy 

Anniversary  

March 8 

Jack & Donna Teeter 

39 years 

 

March 15 

Neil & Christie Springer 

18 years 

Visit the church webpage, 
www.trinityupc.com, to see the church 

calendar.  

Check your email for updates. Email 
the church office if you need to be put 

on the church email list. 
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Events 

Inquirers Class – The Second Class was on February 14…the other 2 or 3 

classes will be in March --- stay tuned for days and time. 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
 

 

 

Mt. Macrina.Saturday,April 3rd 
10:00a.m. 

Pine Springs Clean 
Up Day  

Saturday, May 15th 
Time - TBD  



Darts and Devotions 

In my mind, few things are better in life than meeting with Christians and doing a devotion togeth-
er while drinking coffee. Every Thursday, we have been meeting and having open conversations 
and sharing uplifting stories. This has been an encouraging time of the week for me. I highly rec-
ommend our weekly Darts and Devotions. 

 

Every Thursday at 10:00 A.M. 

Devotions by Doug Yauger 

Join us for a great time of Devotion, coffee, snacks, and laughs! 
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Church Family 
Men’s Discussion Group   NEXT MEETING:  March 17 

  Continues to meet on the third Wednesdays, 

  7:30 am at Mark C.’s…a safe distance! 
 

The Men’s Breakfast Group is still very much invited to 

meet with them on these days.  

               The March  Hike will be Saturday, March 27 

                                                Hess Trail, Forbes State Forest - Farmington, PA  
             11:00 am  - Meet in Trinity Parking lot  

         11:45 am  - Hike 

         1:30 pm  - Lunch at Maywood Grill,  

                                                                                                               Chalk Hill, PA 

      → Maps to Trailhead parking lot in Chapel ← 

The February Hike was to be on the Hess Trail…but we were snowed-out and had to 

move to the Sheepskin Trail…by the way, Jim Gear seems to be the only one with 

snowshoes… 
 

So therefore, the March Hike has been rescheduled to be on the Hess trail…  



E VERY WEEK AT YOUTH GROUP, we 

have been talking to our teenagers about 

the challenges they may face in their journey 

through life. When talking to one student last 

month, they told me, “I like coming to Church. 

It feels like a safe place.” It made me happy to 

hear that. Regardless of the age or what’s going 

on in our life, the Church should always feel 

like a “safe place” to go. The next thing we will 

be talking about with the kids is how to make 

others feel welcome when they first come into 

the Youth Group. Being a welcoming Youth 

Group is a badge that we wear with honor. So, 

as we continue to move forward into 2021, I’m 

excited for the future of the Trinity Youth 

Group and spiritual maturity that is taking 

place every Thursday. 

 

-James V   

Page 5  

Church Ministry News 

T hroughout lent,  Wednesday Night 

Zoom will still be available but it will just 

be at a different time. On Wednesdays at 8:00 

we will join together to discuss the Bible. It’s 

also a great time of prayer. If you would like to 

join, let me know!  

    

-James V 

 

Wednesday Night ZOOM 

Wednesdays 8:00  

 

Meeting ID: 545 179 8363 

Passcode: 2020 

W ant to join? 

We have a book waiting for you!  

 

Adult Sunday School  

Sundays 10 a.m. 

 

-James V  
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10 Year Plan Update for March 
 

Further Firming-up of Reach-Out Calling  Pine Spring Camp Mission Day Planned 

Final Planning for SonRise Service and Breakfast Pine Spring Camp Mission Trip Planned 

Planning for upcoming Small Groups   Church Van Discussions and Visioning 

Church Literature Revamped    Further Planning for Fall Sunday School 

Plans for Nursery Staffing and Updating Nursery Developing Public Relations Ministries  

Inquirers Class finished by end of March  Support of Interfaith Revisited  
    

Continue Training for Integrating Intentional Gregariousness, Doug’s Fraternity Rush Model  

  and Reach-Out Calling Training 

Final Planning for April and June Leadership Meetings  

Women’s Ministries Planted (leaders finishing training) 
 

- Pastor Jim 

Church Ministry News 

Mission Trip 

2021! 

July 18-24 

 

March, Tuesday Night Bible Study – 7:00 pm – “Faith: Depending on God” 
   David: Faith that Worships    -  II Samuel 7:18-29 

   The Focus of Faith      -  Hebrews 12:1-11 

   In Jesus’ Name: Faith that Asks -  John 16:16-28 

   The Finale of Faith   -  II Timothy 4:6-18 

T HIS SUMMER,  we will be going on a mission trip to Johnstown, 

Pennsylvania. Here is a list of organizations we will be working 

with during our mission trip: 

New Day Ministry 

St. Vincent Depaul 

YWCA 

Children’s Home (Somerset, Pa) 

 

We will be holding a meeting in the near future to discuss in further 
detail all that we will be doing this summer. If you are interested, 
please sign up in the chapel. 

 

-James V. 
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Church News 
Book Journey    
(Book Club—Second Tuesday of Each Month, 7:00pm—Stay tuned for when we will begin meeting again after Covid19!) 

 

The Mysteries of Book Journey 

 

I recently read a mystery by a British author, set in Bath, England, in which the plot was based 
on a book by Uniontown native son, John Dickson Carr. Carr (1906-1977) is known as the mas-
ter of the “locked room mystery”, and “The Hollow Man” (1935) is considered his masterpiece. 
He grew up here, wrote a column for the Uniontown Daily News Standard, and completed his 
education at Haverford College, before moving to England when he was in his mid-20s. During 
his seventeen years abroad he wrote many of his novels – most of which had quintessential 
English mystery settings, particularly country villages and estates, and English characters. De-
spite his roots in western Pennsylvania he chose to explore a much different world in his literary 
pursuits. 

 

By contrast, two other American authors, whose works Book Journey members have read and 
discussed, have their roots and work firmly planted in the soil of the American West. C.J. Box’s 
detective/game warden Joe Pickett solves crimes in Wyoming. Box continues to publish prolifi-
cally, with his most recent book “Dark Sky” out this year. Book Journey read “Below Ze-
ro” (2009) in 2011. Similarly, the late Tony Hillerman was well known for his Navajo Tribal Po-
lice mysteries, set among the Navajo Nation in the American Southwest. We read “Shape Shift-
er” (published in 2006). Both authors capture the stark, natural beauty of the land and the peo-
ple living there. 

 

While murder mysteries may seem an odd choice for a church-based book club, these can pro-
vide an opportunity to discuss personal relationships and moral dilemmas from a faith perspec-
tive. 

 

Whatever you are reading these days, enjoy and stay 
safe! When the time comes for our Book Journey 
gatherings to resume, we hope you will consider 
joining us. 

 

Jean Nass 

Group Leader 

John Dickason Carr 
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Music Department 
Notes from the Bench 

By Brett Vanderlaan 

Playing Favorites (?) 

 

A s I move well into my third year as organist 
at Trinity, many of you will be able to identify 
some of my favorite composers of sacred organ 

music. Certainly, J. S. Bach ranks at the top of my list 
- and his birthday is coming up this month as well, on 
March 21. Others would include Dietrich Buxtehude, 
Johann Pachelbel, Lani Smith, and Paul Manz. To be 
honest, after Bach, the list could go on at some length, 
but the ones I mention here appear somewhat regu-
larly in the Sunday bulletins and with significant en-
thusiasm on my part. Some of the frequently noted 
names are present due to practical considerations – 
diverse and expansive collections that I happen to 
own; easy to moderate difficulty of the music itself; 
pieces I learned as a student; and fitting selections for 
the season or hymns chosen. There are favorites of 
mine that I love to hear (and might enjoy playing), but 
they are beyond my capacity to prepare for a Sunday 
morning without a longer term commitment to learn 
them – one of these might be shared once in a great 
while. 

 Likewise, I have a variety of favorite hymns. As 
I age, I find myself adding more and expanding 
(rather than refining) “the list” of favorites. For Sun-
day mornings and other services, I try to select a vari-
ety of hymns that extends far beyond my favorites. In 
fact, in a little more than two years, we have sung over 
200 different hymns from The Presbyterian Hymnal 
in our worship services (this number does not include 
hymns from Sing the Faith or other sources). While 
this may seem impressive at first glance, there are still 
more than 400 hymns in that same hymnal which we 
have not sung in worship! And some of those may be 
YOUR favorites!! 

 Please indulge me in a few more personal 
notes before I come to the crux of this month’s col-
umn. First, I greatly appreciate and welcome the sup-
port and feedback that many of you share with me 
regarding the music. Second, I believe strongly in of-
fering a wide diversity of music to enhance our wor-

ship. This includes music of various styles, time peri-
ods, and origins. Third, during my many years as a 
substitute organist for churches of various denomina-
tions, I learned that a hymn that is an “old standard” 
for one congregation may be completely “new” or un-
familiar to another. 

 All of this brings me to my primary purpose in 
presenting this topic of “favorites”: I want to know 
more about your favorite hymns and organ music. Let 
me know if there is a hymn you would like us to sing, 
or an organ piece that you would like to hear as a prel-
ude, offertory, or postlude. There may be hymns that 
are not in our hymnal(s) or contemporary songs that 
could add to our worship. Remember, I don’t neces-
sarily know what you know, and I thoroughly enjoy 
getting to learn something new. Together, we can dis-
cover more great music and use it to further grow our 
faith in Christ! 

 

Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God alone) 

 
In addition to speaking to me directly, you may share 
thoughts and ideas in the following ways: 
email: brettvanderlaan@aol.com 
cell phone/text: (301)-919-1835 
mention them to Bill Dreucci or Pastor Jim Gear 
 

  

mailto:brettvanderlaan@aol.com
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Pastor’s Article—Value Your New Nature 

Value Your New Nature! 
 
Time with God: 
Ask God to surprise you this week with a fresh glimpse of His love 
and a new thoughtful perspective on your life in Christ... 
 
God’s Word: 
As believers, we can live and be victorious in this broken world, by practicing some Biblical Victory 
strategies…such as: (1) Look upon yourself as God sees you   (2) Know your life’s purpose   (3) Value 
your salvation   (4) Get close to the Holy Spirit   (5) Value your new nature. 
(6) Direct your lives into God’s Kingdom lifestyle… 
 

With the Lord's authority let me say this: Live no longer as the ungodly do, for they are hopelessly 
confused. Their closed minds are full of darkness; they are far away from the life of God because 
they have shut their minds and hardened their hearts against him. They don't care anymore about 
right and wrong, and they have given themselves over to immoral ways. Their lives are filled with 
all kinds of impurity and greed. But that isn't what you were taught when you learned about Christ. 
Since you have heard all about him and have learned the truth that is in Jesus, throw off your old 
evil nature and your former way of life, which is rotten through and through, full of lust and decep-
tion. Instead, there must be a spiritual renewal of your thoughts and attitudes. You must display a 
new nature because you are a new person, created in God's likeness; righteous, holy, and true. 
                        Ephesians 4:17-24 

 
Think and Act in relation to the above passage:  
1) How does Paul describe the old nature? Which of the ungodly behaviors in Paul’s list do you strug-
gle with?   2) How does the "new nature" arrive?   3) How do we assure ourselves that the new nature 
is always renewing?   4) Start to daily thank God for generating this new nature in you! 
 

Watch & Listen in Sunday Worship Times this March 
for answers to the above Four Questions 

Pray About it: 
Be glad for ways that you've been living with your old evil nature in and under control. Amen. Ask 
God to renew your attitudes today. Thank God that because you are his child, he sees you as righteous, 
holy and pure. “Wow! Think about that for another minute!” 
 
Gutsy Acts: 
Today I am pledging myself to ~ learn (and/or memorize) Ephesians 4:22-24 to remind myself that I 
need to Value my new nature to help me be victorious in Christ. 

You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being cor-
rupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new 
self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.      
 Ephesians 4:22-24 

 
Remember: 
Value your new nature! 
 
A Deeper Perspective: 
Read Colossians 3:1-11 to grasp more about the new nature God is ever-developing in you. 
 
             Your friend, Pastor Jim…on the living edge of the vigorous life, with you. 



Page 10  

Article of Interest 
Most common religious identity among young adults is 'none;' belief in God not neces-
sary for morality: study states             Leah MarieAnn Klett, edited by Jim Gear  

 

The most common religious identity among young adults in the U.S. is "none," and the majority of 
Americans don’t believe it’s necessary for a person to believe in God to be moral and have good val-
ues. AEI’s Survey Center on American Life investigating contemporary religion in the U.S. found 
that among young adults (age 18 to 29), the most common religious identity today is none. More 
than 34% of young adults are religiously unaffiliated. Nearly 87% of Americans report they believe in 
God, but just over half report they believe in God without any doubts at all. Of these, more than eight 
in 10 white evangelical Protestants and black Protestants (83%) say they are absolutely certain God 
exists. Overall, 42% of Americans have a close social connection with someone who is religiously un-
affiliated. Close to 59% of Americans say a belief in God is not a precondition to being moral and 
having good values, while 41% of the public say a belief in God is essential. 
 
These statistics, mark a “remarkable shift in recent years.” The study also found that Ameri- cans are 
almost equally divided over whether it is better to discuss religious beliefs and ideas with those who 
do not share the same perspective, and most Americans have never been invited to church. A majori-
ty of Americans say they have not been asked to participate in a religious service in the last year or 
have never been asked. 
 
The survey corroborates a 2019 Pew Study survey that documented the decline of Christians and rise 
of religiously unaffiliated. Pew noted that the religiously unaffiliated group rose to 22.8% share of 
the population in 2014, eclipsing the number of Catholics in America, who fell to 20.8%. Christians 
as a whole fell from 78.4 to 70% of the population between 2007 to 2014, with every major group 
experiencing a decline. Similarly, the 2018 General Social Survey found that the number of religious 
“nones” in the U.S. are now statistically equal to the number of evangelicals. 
 
Ryan Burge, a researcher at Eastern Illinois University who analyzed data from the survey, states 
that the religious “‘nones’ are not slowing down.” “Their share of the population is continuing to 
climb 1% every two years and has done so for the past 15 years or so. If current trends keep up then 
they will be the largest group in the United States in the next five years, statistically.” Russell 
Moore, president of the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, previously said the "increasing strangeness" of Christianity is actually 
"good news" for the church. "Christianity isn't normal anymore. It never should have 
been. The increasing strangeness of Christianity might be bad news for America, but 
it's good news for the church. The major newspapers are telling us today that Christi-
anity is dying, according to this new study, but what is clear from this study is exactly 
the opposite: while mainline traditions plummet, evangelical churches are remaining 
remarkably steady," Moore said in a statement. He added that statistics indicate there 
are honest atheists in America today, and that they are rejecting what's called "almost-
Christianity," or traditions that "jettison the historic teachings of the Church as soon 
as they become unfashionable." "The churches that are thriving are the vibrant, coun-
tercultural congregations that aren't afraid to not be seen as normal to the surround-
ing culture. This report actually leaves me hopeful. The Bible Belt may fall. So be it," he continued. 
"Christianity emerged from a Roman Empire hostile to the core to the idea of a crucified and resur-
rected Messiah. We've been on the wrong side of history since Rome, and it was enough to turn the 
world upside down." 

https://www.christianpost.com/by/leah-marieann-klett
https://www.americansurveycenter.org/research/religious-diversity-and-change-in-american-social-networks/
https://www.christianpost.com/news/christians-declining-sharply-in-america-unaffiliated-rising-now-hold-greater-population-share-than-catholics-pew-study-reveals-139023/
https://www.christianpost.com/news/religious-nones-now-as-big-as-evangelicals-in-the-us-new-data-shows.html
https://twitter.com/ryanburge/status/1108190074632630273
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Article of Interest 
“Infiltrated by the Holy Spirit”: Actor reveals the powerful way discovering faith trans-

formed his life 
  Billy Hallowell, Pureflix.com | edited by Jim Gear  
 

Pure Flix Actor Todd Terry, star of "Vindication," is a longtime Chris-
tian who seeks to take on projects that have a deep and transformative 
meaning. "No matter what you're doing there is a message behind it," 
Todd said in a recent interview with Pure Flix. "Sometimes we don't see 
it and there [are] people putting it forward." For his part, Terry is excit-
ed about the rise of faith-based films and TV shows, which is what made 
taking on the role of Detective Gary Travis in the series "Vindication" 
that much more appealing. "It's part procedural crime drama...and then 

you have family drama," Terry said. "Which brings in the investigation elements and the family ele-
ments." 
 
Terry reveals the details behind "Vindication" and his journey to faith: 
In addition to bringing together crime and family drama, "Vindication" also offers a strong faith 
message in the mix, dealing with "hard subject matter" but doing so in a way that isn't "gratuitous," 
the actor explained. 
 
Terry also explored his life and career leading up to the Christian series, revealing that he has been a 
believer for more than two decades. As for his journey to faith, it took some time before it took root. 
"It took a while of me just kind of being in the world, knowing that I was searching for something 
that I wasn't really getting or didn't understand," Terry said. "And then all of the sudden it hit me 
like a rock when everything changed for me...I knew that I had been infiltrated by the Holy Spirit." 
 
Terry's acting career, which has been robust, started when he was quite young, as he received praise 
for a monologue he delivered while in high school. From there, he joined a teenage theater troupe - 
one that handled tough issues like drug abuse and teen pregnancy. "It gave me some feeling of 
worth," he said. "I knew I enjoyed it and I didn't want to do anything else." From there, Terry went 
to acting school, got an agent and the rest is, well, history.  
 

This article was originally published on Pure Flix Insider. Visit Pure Flix for access to thou-
sands of faith and family-friendly movies and TV shows.  

https://www.christianpost.com/by/billy-hallowell
https://app.pureflix.com/series/332933158732/vindication
https://pureflix.com/
https://insider.pureflix.com/movies/star-of-christian-series-vindication
http://pureflix.com
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Worship Themes                        March 2021  
 

2/28  Second Sunday in Lent Camp and Conference Ministries / Presbyterian Media Sunday 

    Theme:  Evangelism    

   Message: “Be the Evangelist”    II Timothy 4:1-5       

3/5 - World Day of Prayer 

3/7  Third Sunday in Lent      Celebration of the Gifts of Women 

   Theme: Understanding the Power of Faith Over Fear and Worry -  part 1       

   Message: “The Lord Sets Us Free”    Psalm 34:17-19 

3/8 - International Women’s Day 

3/13 - Daylight Savings Time kicks in 

3/14  Fourth Sunday in Lent  Self-Development of People Sunday 

   Theme:  Understanding the Power of Faith Over Fear and Worry - part 2           

   Message: “Those Who Hope In the Lord”    Isaiah 40:31 

3/20 - Mr. Rogers Day 

3/21  Fifth Sunday in Lent  Justice Advocacy Sunday 

   Theme: Understanding the Power of Faith Over Fear and Worry - part 3       

   Message: “He Will Never Leave You”    Deuteronomy 31:6 

3/28  Palm Sunday   Holy Week begins 

  Theme:  Meaning of Palm Sunday 

   Message: “Jesus is LORD”    Mark 11:1-11 


